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	Location Description: Following an astounding career that spans five decades and three wars, the Battleship Missouri is berthed at Pier Foxtrot 5 in Pearl Harbor as a proud memorial to the military.
	One Sentence Description of ProjectProgramMedia New Construction: A full scale restoration was undertaken to refurbish Officers Country, consisting of 13 staterooms, to their original form as they appeared during the Missouri's final mission on December 7, 1991.
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	Photographer_Nom6: 
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	Historian_Nom7: 
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	Other_Nom7: 
	Project Description: The USS Missouri Memorial Association, caretaker of the Battleship Missouri Memorial, oversaw a complete restoration of the “Officers Country” staterooms to provide visitors with a true sense of how officers lived and worked onboard while commanding the great battleship. The project was completed in late 2013 at a cost of $57,000 in materials and labor.

Officers Country consists of 13 officer staterooms that are entered through the ship’s main deck and located adjacent to the wardroom, where many historical exhibits are displayed. Most visitors walk through Officers Country while touring the ship’s interior. Each stateroom has been fully restored to “inspection-ready” condition and appears as they did for the USS Missouri’s final mission on December 7, 1991, when the ship took part in the 50th anniversary ceremony commemorating the attack at Pearl Harbor by Imperial Japan that thrust the U.S. into World War II. Today, the Mighty Mo is berthed at Pier Foxtrot 5 on Ford Island in Pearl Harbor bow-to-bow to the sunken USS Arizona, the two battleships signifying the beginning and end of World War II. 

When the retired ship opened as the Battleship Missouri Memorial on January 29, 1999, visitors were allowed to look into the staterooms through Plexiglas placed in the doorways which prevented them from entering the rooms. This also made it more difficult for the Missouri’s staff to upkeep and maintain the staterooms. The biggest challenge facing Missouri staff members during the restoration process was to restore each of the staterooms to look as they would have for the battleship’s final mission.

The restoration work was completed in two phases. Phase I involved repairs and extensive refurbishment of each stateroom from top to bottom. All walls, safes, desks, file cabinets and drawers were completely painted to match the exact color they were when the Missouri was last at sea. Chipped tiles were either reattached with epoxy or removed and repaired. Porthole covers were either polished or painted depending on how they were last displayed. Damaged A/C ducts were replaced, and pneumatic solenoids, which were removed for the decommissioning of the battleship on March 31, 1992, were put back in place. 

Phase II involved decorating the staterooms with authentic props and artifacts that would let visitors see how the officers lived aboard the ship. Former crewmembers provided insight and ensured that each stateroom was accurately portrayed. For example, former Chief Engineer Larry Doong donated items he had with him when he served on the Missouri along with family photos that were on display in his quarters. 

Lastly, all Plexiglas doorway coverings were removed. Brass stanchions were strategically placed connected with velvet ropes on the interior of each room, allowing guests to enter partway, to get a more complete view of each room, and have a better, more improved sense of the experience for the men leading the ship while in action. 
	Additional Information: 

The USS Missouri Memorial Association is a private Hawaii-based 501 (c)(3) non-profit organization designated by the U.S. Navy as caretaker of the Battleship Missouri. A volunteer board of directors oversees its operations, while the ship’s daily presentation, tours, and ongoing maintenance is managed by a dedicated staff. The memorial is supported by admissions, retail and concession sales, donations, grants, and the work of volunteers. It is not supported with government funding. 

The Association was founded in March 1994. On June 22, 1998, the Missouri received a hero’s welcome as it was towed into Pearl Harbor and berthed at its final home, Pier Foxtrot 5. The Battleship Missouri Memorial opened to the public on January 29, 1999. 

Today, the Battleship Missouri Memorial, located a mere ship’s length from the USS Arizona Memorial, completes a historical visitor experience that begins with the “day of infamy” and the sinking of the USS Arizona in Pearl Harbor and ends with Imperial Japan’s surrender aboard the USS Missouri in Tokyo Bay. 

In addition to its service during World War II, the Mighty Mo’s astounding career of protecting America’s freedom also included its wartime service in the Korean War and Operation Desert Storm, with the three wars collectively spanning a period of five decades. 
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