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As part of Independence Dav celebrations nationwide, 98 people from 27 countries became US, citizens on
Wednesday in a naturalization ceremony aboard the USS Missouri battleship at Pearl Harbor. The diverse
group included several active US. service members and people who have lived in Hawail nearly all their
lives. Above, Imelda Mendoza was the first to receive her naturalization certificate. Below. from left, sat
Matthew Ross. Glancarlo LeGrand Rios, Brian Pham. Roger Liu. Jov Ancheta and Katherine Casuga.



Nearlv 100 people take part in a naturalzation ceremony aboard the USS Missourt

By Amy Busek
atusskipswradvertsercom

ARTHA Hoyos' grin
sald 1t all.

Unlike the mostly
stolc participants seated
around her Wednesday, the
Colombtan nattve revealed
the jovshe felt at the end of
her two-vear journey toward
US. citizenship.

“I don't feel ltke a guest
anymore.” Hoyos sald.

Ninety-elght applicants
from 27 countries particl-
pated tn a naturalization cer-
emony aboard the USS
Missourt battleship at Pearl
Harbor,

The event was part of an
Independence Dav celebra
tlon through the LS. Cittzen-
ship and Immigration
Services. which Is holding
51 naturalization cere-
monies across the country
between July | and 5.

US. SEN. Mazfe Htrono
spoke at Wednesday's event,
drawing on her own expert
ence emigrating from Japan
as a child. The other speak-
ers at the ceremony were
US. District Judge Susan Okl
Mollway. chief judge of fed-
eral court for Hawal, and
Rear Adm. Bret Mullenburg,
Pactfic Fleet ctvil englneer
and commander of the
Naval Facilittes Engmeering
Command. Pactfic.

“We are a natfon of ilmmi-
grants and there's no better
example than here In
Hawat,” Hirono sald. T am
proof of what this country
has to offer”

Of the nearly 100 people
who became citizens, six are
active members In the

“I don't
feel like a
guest anymore.”

Eartha Hovos
Colombian native, above.,
pledging

alfegiance

armed forces.

The oldest applicant was
a T4-vear-old man from the
Phillppines; the youngest
was an 18-year-old man from
Hong Kong. Some of the
countries represented were
Ecuador. Laos, Indfa. Belarus
and Egvpt. The largest #th-
nic group was from the
Phillppines.

To become a citizen as an
adult, a person must pass a
naturalization exam that
tests one’s ability to speak.
write and read English as
well as knowledge of major
events in American history.
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Hirono talked about the
immigration reform bill
passed by the Senate last
month — a measure that
atms to loosen restrictlons

too. (1 want to help her) get
what she needs for Amert
can citizenship.”

Elizabeta Kiseleva, for-
merly a Russian citizen.

on obtaining green cards for  moved to America for love.
residence in the countrv. Her husband 1s in the US.
“Upon tts passage. mik Alr Force,
ltons of undaocu- ‘I met my hus-
mented psople band and we
Inour country | HAWAILI | mamred” Klsgl(-x
wilhavethat | INEWSETEIT | evasaid. -1
opportunity to KFVE KGMB XL | moved here
be an the path _ three years ago
that youtookto | searemaded® . | (and)the whole
become United process since |
States citizens.” applied (took)
Hirono said. three months.”
Tony Faasalafalealofa Like Llima, some perma-
Toelupe Peau Ulima of nent residents already feel

Walpahu was born in Amerl-
can Samoa, but has Itved In
Hawall since he was &
months old. As a husband
and father to three children,
the 3T-vear-old underwent
naturaltzation so he could
be avoter.

“Now | want to vote ™
Ulima sald. 1 never thought
| was going to need (citizen-
ship) but now I'm marrted
and my wife 18 from Samoa.

like Hawall s home —they
Just need citizenship as a f-
nal step toward more open
doors.

South Korean-born Tae
Eun Kim 1 marrted to a rest-
dent and has ltved in Hono-
lulu for 10 years, but she's
ftnally getting her citizen-
ship now. at age 31.

“Uf I can (get naturalized),
anything can happen for me
In America,” Kim sald.



